Meeting Minutes – October 8, 2013 -  6:30 pm - Alma Public Library
6:30 pm
Eighteen members and three guests were present at tonight’s meeting.
Member welcome and introductions of visitors/guests: 


Sandee Acton – Watercolorist (and some Oil Painting) from St. Louis



Kay Looyengoed – Watercolorist from Carson City, teaches HS Art



Shirley Sova, Watercolorist from Ithaca

6:45 pm
Program-Ken Bruza—Watercolor Techniques 
On display were two watercolors for us to look over; an original of a train by Ken and a giclee print by the 

Internationally known watercolor artist, John Salminen.  John is a firm believer in beginning  a watercolor 
with a drawing and is very detail oriented.
      Review on some basics, shadows and reflections:  Shadows are cast by a light source. 
      Reflections are images given back from a reflective surface.   
Ken uses the nine value system and mentioned that if you can master it, you will have marvelous compositions.  Instructions were to create a center of interest, then use various values of light and dark to lead 
one’s eye into the piece.   TIP:  The more value change you put into a painting, the more exciting the painting!  

The GRID Technique:  Using a small grid (3” x 3” squares, total of 9 in the grid square) to enlarge a drawing to a larger finished piece to scale.   
Ken encouraged us to use a simple palette.  Ken’s colors are red, yellow and blue, as well as burnt umber, 
burnt sienna and magenta.

Using black in watercolor………take alizarin crimson, mix with a thalo green or a windsor green, keep mixing

until it’s very dark for there is ‘color’ in black!

A word of warning  from Ken on historic paintings:  They must be accurate.  ………Historic paintings are highly 

scrutinized for factual representation.  People will look for details!

SUGGESTED HELPFUL TOOLS for watercolor painting:
HAKE BRUSH:   a stiff bristle brush which works well for blending, such as smoothing out a sky.   (approx. $3 apiece from Dick Blick or any paint store)  John Salminen uses them in a facinating manner.
Ken demonstrated how to do a graded wash sky with transparent watercolors, using a couple of different brushes, including the hake brush.  Water and the hake brush do miraculous things!  Lightly brush, barely hitting the surface.  When you paint a  night scene, you want the light to fuse out, so you can soften the hard edges with the hake brush.

ASPIRATOR, blowing into the tube (after putting in diluted paint) applies texture to your watercolor piece.   Use of the aspirator is another way of splattering your paint, but is more controlled.    (Be sure to clean  the aparatus with water afterwards.)   Minimum cost is $6.89 on up.
MR. CLEAN MAGIC ERASER:  for lifting lines.  When you want to lift paint, put down what you want to do, let sit for a few seconds and then rub with a Mr. Clean magic eraser.   The magic eraser goes down through to the original paper without damaging it.
NAIL GRINDER:  Lends more control, however, it may grind and tear the paper, so use caution and only use at 
the end or finish of a painting.  Good for transparent watercolors.  Nail grinders are available at Rite Aid.
END OF A  ROPE (1/2” thick, 12-15” long):  Dab the end into paint, do not wet first, dab on watercolor paper.  Can be used to paint sand on a beach, leaves on trees, etc.   When the end of the rope begins to

fray, just trim with scissors and you’re good to begin afresh.
2” MASKING  OR DRAFTING TAPE:   Old technique, rediscovered:  put tape on the paper to CREATE A MASK, 

don’t press down, to create highlights, etc.  Apply watercolor paint and dry with a hair dryer before you remove the tape.…works well on 300 or 400 lb paper; when removing, it does not tear the paper.  Remove the tape, spray with clear water, use a hake brush to smooth things out and to get rid of the hard lines.
HEAVY WAX PAPER cut to shape:  Can be used to block off some areas of your work while you spatter paint, for instance, in another area.

7:30 pm 
Refreshments and Sharing of our Artwork…  
                     Lois Pitcher shared a watercolor of kyaking on a river.  She worked from a photograph.
       
Lyle Vore does finished works so that his adult class can copy them…   He brought two landscapes done in acrylics.
    
Diane Clise used a different technique, values in sepia tones and she painted it with ‘coffee’!

She used masking tape to layer it and used instant coffee to get some areas really dark.  


Coming up:  BRUSHES AND BREW at Cops & Doughnuts Alma Precinct, painting with coffee at a

Coffee Shop!!   Date:  Monday, October 28th from 6-8:00 p.m.   

Kay Looyengoed shared a painting of  her favorite subject.  It was a watercolor of a

tree, painted by sponging, splattering and layering.

8:00 pm
BUSINESS MEETING –
           I         President’s Report –Deb & Kate
The Executive Board met and composed a Proposed Budget for this new Guild Year of 2013-14

and said budget was presented at tonight’s meeting for discussion and approval.  Kate gave

a brief budget overview.  A motion to accept the budget as presented was made by Bona Beckley

and supported by Kathy Wilk.  Motion carried.  See attachment for budget details.


    II
 Vice President’s Report – Ken


Nothing to report.
  III         Secretary’s Report  – Nancy

Updated CAG active membership list is forthcoming.

We needed people to sign up on the refreshment schedule for future meetings.  The

schedule was passed around at the meeting, people signed up, and we are now set for the year.
IV
 Treasurer’s Report –Helen


Check Book Balance:  $1482.21 to date


$30.00 dues by December meeting  (not all dues have been paid yet)
   V
 Programs Report – Chairperson still needed!

Next month’s program—Valerie Allen of Midland---Painting with acrylics

Valerie will furnish all supplies, there is nothing for us to bring.

Oct 17th—at the Elks from 6-9p.m.—artist Laura Lehman—watercolor  Laura is a plein air
painter and has been painting one each day.        Call 463-8366  (ACAC) for more info.

The Watercolor class at Home Town Cellars in Ithaca last week went very well, but that’s

likely our last,  for they are now charging a fee of $50 for the evening.


January Program:  Pending


The month of February is still open for a program.  
                  VI        Publicity Report – Ken


Ken has been contacting the local media,  and would like to make a routine announcement every month.   He will also get ahold of the Gratiot Co. Herald Office.  It was noted that a local radio 
station gives brief 5 minute interviews, that may be an option.      We need to get information

about the CAG out there and plan to  publicize the FIA Show when the timing is right.
If you have entered an art show and won a prize, let Ken know….Ken’s challenge this year is to get our name out there.     



March Program idea:  larger posters or a bigger banner to promote CAG  & the Spring Art Show.


The banner could just have our logo and be six or eight feet long.  Ken will look into the pricing


of banners.  There is a new place in Ithaca and also E & S Graphics are located in Ithaca.  


We would design the banner…..or several smaller banners. 
VII
 Exhibitions Report –Diane

Flint Institute of Art—March/April---Cindy/Kathy/Deb---are planning a visit before our next meeting and will have more info for us at that time.  A write up of expectations and a timeline

report will be available next month.

FIA framed work, watercolors, etc. must have plexiglass and not glass.
Flint takes a 30% commission, so price accordingly.
We are awaiting word about when to start our publicity for the FIA Founder’s Gallery.  Cindy encouraged each member to have at least two paintings ready to go to Flint.

Spring Show---April 8th-13th----overlaps with Flint---thus  we will need to make sure we have enough works to cover both exhibitions.  The works need not to be previously shown 3 months prior at any other public venue.  For instance:  if displayed at the Symphony in February—those works cannot be put in the Spring Show.   Idea for the Off the Walll section of the Spring Show:    Using another media, but the same picture format.

REMINDER:  In order to participate in the FIA and the Spring Show, members need to attend at least four CAG meetings during the active year.
Art Reach of Mt. Pleasant---We are now rotating for a year with Art Reach and will be done this December.  We are scheduled for the month of September of next year at the Art Reach Gallery,
but Diane will call them and try to get it changed to October.   If not possible,…….be ready!!
 VIII       Old Business:


Maria Michails—grant writing workshop---may be rescheduled.  Maria was seeking


help from CAG to provide $ to help host her, however, we cannot justify an expense of  


$160 right now.

Leona Chaffee’s nephew won the Poppy picture from the Show last year and is very happy with it.


Deb/Kate will compile the list of businesses that copy/frame/mat.

Discussion re:  custom mats and framing at the Art Center or Annex…………access to mat cutters, saws, may have that service available in the future.    Steve is willing to mat and frame.   

A question was raised as to the possibility of making some art supplies available to the members in the future at the Art Center.
     IX      New Business: 

Possible purchase of a tent---put on hold---Bob Downs offered the use of his 10 X 10 tent 



along with his 4 metal diaplay panels so we will have access when we need it.

Status of ACAC:  Shirley and Diane are refinishing the woodwork in the building and several

inspections have been completed.   However, monies are connected to grants and with the government shutdown, we are limited with what we can do on a volunteer basis, so are presently at a standstill.   It is not known when the grant monies will be freed up to be released for use.

Project KICKSTART is a 30-day online donation program.   You begin by setting a goal.



As an Art Center, we are going to try to do this.  Our cause would be the Opening of the



Art Center, expressing that we needed money for specific goals.  If you reach your goal or



exceed it, you get the money.  If you don’t reach your goal, you don’t get the money, so


 
setting realistic goals is important.  The donations are channeled through Paypal and you



promote one project at a time only.  ------Anybody can do Kickstart, an individual or any 



group.   The Art Guild could do this as well.  Just set a goal…..etc.  
Helen made a motion to adjourn……………and we were dismissed.  End of meeting.
Upcoming Meetings  - (regular Guild meetings are the 2nd Tuesdays of the month – Sept. thru May)




Tuesday, November 12th-next meeting



Tuesday, December 10th—potluck—First Presbyterian Church, Alma
Respectfully Submitted, 
Nancy K Stringer, Guild Secretary
